The significance of this paper is that the potential for mapping melt ponds over Arctic sea ice using Landsat 7 ETM+ imagery has been demonstrated for the first time. This result will greatly enhance the utility of this sensor for EOS Aqua AMSR-E sea ice validation studies. The Abstract During spring and summer, the surface of the Arctic sea ice cover undergoesrapid changesthat greatly affect the surfacealbedo and significantly impact the further decay of the sea ice. These changes are primarily the development of a wet snow cover and
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Significance
The significance of this paper is that the potential for mapping melt ponds over Arctic sea ice using Landsat 7 ETM+ imagery has been demonstrated for the first time. This result will greatly enhance the utility of this sensor for EOS Aqua AMSR-E sea ice validation studies. The analysis shows that different surface conditions, such as wet snow and melt- 
